Liwybr Llechi Eryri / Snowdonia Slate Trail

4 | Waunfawr to Nantlle

On leaving the Snowdonia Parc (private) car park, turn
left and then right up the lane signposted to Rhosgadfan.
After about 400m, take the footpath on the left. This
follows a track which can be overgrown with bracken.
Climbing steadily up the hill, enter the woods and climb
two ladder stiles over walls. Continue uphill to a third
ladder stile and follow the path through gaps in walls
around a series of small enclosures. Continue upwards as
the enclosure narrows between stone walls to a metal
gate. Go through the gate, ignoring the track crossing
and take the stony path opposite, making its way through
the heather towards a walled enclosure. Make for the
outer left corner of this enclosure and follow the
waymarked track alongside it.

This clear track becomes indistinct as it nears a large
white house on the right. Follow the track past the house
to join the drive and turn left. Continue along this track
past Hafod Ruffydd farm and along the lane, continuing
ahead onto a stone track, next to an unusual stone-
bounded rock garden. Immediately, take the path
signposted Y Fron to the left. Follow the waymarked path
through the heather (Note. This can get quite boggy). At
a long grassy depression, turn right and then left to
follow the markers. As you come over a slight rise, you
will see a signpost to Y Fron on the left and a large
boulder to the right. Turn right immediately after the
boulder, continuing along the waymarked path. As you
head uphill, keep to the left of the stream with the slate
tips to your right until you reach a small area of bare
stones on the left, then a large grassy depression on the
right. Way-markers can be seen ahead along this section.

Nantlle Ridge from the Trail
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The path circles the base of a slate tip before turning right to
climb onto it. Follow the main slate-quarry road which bears
to the left soon after leaving the tip area. Turn left and bear
right along a track towards a cottage, passing left of it, and to
the right of the next building. Continue down a narrow field
towards a large, flooded quarry pit. Circle this on its left along
a good slate fenced path. Follow a narrow grassy path which
runs alongside and to the right of the wall. Continue until you
reach a kissing gate in the wall on the left. Go through this
and walk down alongside a row of cottages to the road. Turn
right then left down the footpath alongside Canolfan Y Fron
with its bunkhouse and shop, until you reach another road.

Cross the road to the right and go through a kissing gate on
the left, crossing the field to a further kissing gate. Continue
straight and climb slate steps onto a raised track and follow
this to the left until you reach a chain-link fence. Here, follow
a faint path to the left of the fence. This leads through a gate
below a high slate wall. Take the next kissing gate on the left
to cross the field diagonally to the far right corner and go
through another kissing gate. Go down the field, following
the fence down a narrow section separating two deep
quarries. Pass through a gap in the wall near a rusting gate,
down some steps, and make for a gate to your right.

NOW TAKE SPECIAL CARE OVER THE NEXT 300m AS THE
PATHS ARE INDISTINCT IN THIS SECTION.

Follow a narrow path at the base of the slate tip to your right
climbing slightly to a level grassy area with the quarry over to
the right. Pass building remains on the right, as well as the
next tip, to a second level grassy area. Pass some further
remains on your right. Down to your left you will see the
skeleton of a large building. When you are opposite the far
end wall, look out for a hidden, narrow path turning back on
itself to the left. This passes down a gorse-covered ramp to
the level of the large building, The route now becomes more
distinct. Follow the grassy path alongside the building to a
gate between two slate tips and straight down across the
field towards a small copse of trees and a line of stone pillars
on the right alongside the path.

Passing a tall chimney and a derelict house on your right, join
a track and turn left downhill past decaying buildings. Keep
left at the next junction and, at the next track, turn left
between two high slate walls. Follow the track to the left past
a gate, and then continue straight on past cottages on the
left, eventually arriving at the B4418.
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